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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



sansmitted Jrarewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
Tiie^^S^been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 



HIGHEST* 
PREV. PAID FOR 



NUMBER EXTRA 
CLAIMS PRESENT 



ADDITIONAL 
FEE 



TOTAL CLAIMS 



INDEP. CLAIMS 



0 x $84.00 



Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) 



TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 



No additional fee is required for amendment. 

Please charge Deposit Account No. in the amount of 

A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-0522 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
(E) Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16. 
□ Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 



Dated: March 25, 2002 



Signature 

Thomas H. Van Hoozer, Reg. No. 32^61 
HOVEY WILLIAMS LLP 
2405 Grand Boulevard, Suite 400 
Kansas City, MO 64108 
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certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
i with the U.S. Postal Service as 

first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



lication of: 

Albert, Denis John et al. 

Application Ser. No. 09/763,511 

Filed: May 22, 2001 

METHOD OF SELECTING AND/OR 
PROCESSING WOOD ACCORDING 
TO FIBRE CHARACTERISTICS 




Group Art Unit: 1731 



Examiner: Alvo, Steve 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

AMENDMENT 

Please enter the following amendment in response to the Office Action dated 
September 24, 2001. 

CLAIMS 




^ (Twice Amended) A method for predictively assessing one or more characteristics of 
wood fibre or wood pulp to be produced from a solid wood member, comprising the steps of: 
ausing sound to be transmitted through the solid wood member; 
determining the velocity of the transmitted sound through the solid wood member; and 
predfctively assessing at least one characteristic of wood fibre or wood pulp to be produced 
om the solid wood member by reference at least in part to the determined sound 
velocity through the solid wood. 



